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Selecting the Best Solution
Problem Statement:
Office spaces costs a lot, as little as $1.74/sq. ft. in Atlanta to as much as $6.16/sq. ft. in Los Angeles. This is why ¾ of the population will be working remotely by 2020. Since 40% of people check their email at least 5 times a day outside of the house or office and with office spaces being so expensive, business men/women, teachers, entrepreneurs, salesman, etc. are looking for efficient ways to “work on the go.”

Product Description:
This briefcase design will be about the same size, slightly larger, than a normal briefcase because it will have the capabilities of storing a smaller/average sized laptop or tablet. The shape of this product will be a rectangular prism and will be made out of lightweight material like carbon fiber but have accents of metal and leather for aesthetic appeal.

Operation:
This product will be used to store any gadgets that someone would need to get their work done it a normal work day. From the outside you will see the standard and traditional buckles to keep the contents contained. It will also contain a handle so you can carry your briefcase anywhere in the world. Once you open the briefcase on the top section there will be spots to store paper documents, portable chargers, tablets, etc. On the bottom section there will be two platforms that will need to be pulled out in order to see the very bottom. However, the platforms can be used as a writing surface or once flipped out they can be used to maneuver a mouse in case you don’t have a flat working surface available. Under the platforms will be a housing compartment for a laptop or tablet so all you have to do is get right to work. 

Justification:
This briefcase design solves the issue of working on the go because it allows the user to work remotely and not be confined by the walls of an office space. It also allows them to save money by not having to pay rent every month. With this briefcase it will be a one-time purchase that will keep the user organized and making them more productive. This product will make costs of employing go down because there will be less materialistic things to purchase. Now anyone can take their work on the go because there will be a spot for a laptop/tablet, charging ports, storage locations, etc. This briefcase design encompasses all the components of what the consumer wants because it is portable, smaller in size, relatively lightweight, connectable, and multi-functional. Other solutions in the market limit a consumer to working standing up or laying down. Our goal is to make something that be used when working remotely anywhere in the world. This product will be beneficial to all because it will save money, earn you more money, and save you plenty of time. Say you are waiting for a plane because you’re supposed to go on a business trip. Rather than just sit there and not get anything done, might as well get some work done while you’re at it. However, all the work stations in your terminal are taken up because people want to charge their phone. No problem because with our briefcase design you will be able to sit in any location and open up the device and have all the essential to get the job done from your seat. Say your tablet/phone is dying while working, all you have to do is plug it in to a built-in portable charger. I’m telling you that this product will make everyone’s lives much easier and allow to be more productive which in turn will make them more money, which leads to a happier life.


Appendices:
Some of the design specifications are that it must be portable, light weight, smaller in size, have the ability to connect devices to it, must be ergonomic, and most importantly, it must save time. We also had to consider some of the materials we are going to use because some are more durable, cheaper/expensive, etc, and also how it would affect the world. When thinking about all of this in our sketches and concept drawings we decided to go with the briefcase. However, we had all sorts of sizes, shapes, and styles because we weren’t sure how effective or beneficial one idea would be over the other. Therefore, Zach and I drew up our sketches and concepts and then came up with a decision matrix to compare different criteria that we feel our product should embody. We then ran with the product that scored the highest and are currently working on CAD models and prototypes. 


